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work with the bayonet. In Hecq and on the edge of the forest
there were rows and rows of enemy dead piled behind fallen tree-
trunks, bayoneted. In the road itself there were enormous
craters which had been blown and immense obstacles formed by
felled trees across the road. I sent forward my spare horses with
traces and cleared the road ahead. Then we came to the village
of Locquignol. My band with its instruments was marching in
the rear of the Battalion.

As we entered the main street of the village it was deserted.
But the band struck up " La Marseillaise.59 Heads appeared
at the windows, at first timidly and shyly, then old men, women,
and children ran out into the streets. They must have been
waiting for our advance for a woman ran out with a garland of
flowers and placed it round my neck. I felt rather foolish, for
they cheered and wept and kissed my old trench boots as I rode
down the main street.

Then we passed on, still through the forest, until we came to
the line of the River Sambre. The Germans were sitting tight
on the high ground on its eastern bank, after destroying the only
bridge.

The report written by Captain F. C. Booth, V.C., D.C.M.,
commanding the leading Company of the Middlesex, states:
" The advance through Foret de Mormal during the early part
of the 4th instant had been very rapid and the Machine-Gun
Corps in this action proved that their system of transport was so
efficient that notwithstanding the fact that the Infantry had
advanced almost as quickly as men could march, when the out-
post line was checked and held up near the river bank, the
machine-guns came into action immediately. It is doubtful
whether, under the old system of fighting, the machine-guns with
the Infantry Battalion, this could have been achieved. . . .
The whole of the Machine-Gun Battalion was in action on the
enemy trenches early; and they kept up such an accurate fire
that the Infantry were able to choose their spot for building the
bridge, and even to dump a large portion of the material required
near the spot, that at dusk we were able to push our first bridge
across the river which was unfordable, and establish a crossing.
. . . The action was a great success and casualties were practically
nil. The 33rd Battalion Machine-Gun Corps worked splendidly
throughout these operations, thoroughly upholding the traditions
of the British Army and adding another glorious victory to their
splendid record,